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Hrazxme much, when I was in the country 
of Societies for Reformation, who called themſelves . 
Friends of the People, I was very glad to learn when 
I came to town that there was to be a convention 
of Delegates from all the different Societies near E- 
dinburgh held in the Lawn-market, on the 21ſt 
November. Accordingly the Delegates have met ; 
an account of what paſſed at their meeting is pub- 
liſhed in the Caledonian Chronicle of the 23d of 
November ; and a minute figned by their Chairman, 
Mr Hugh Bell Brewer, has appeared in the Caledo- 
nian Mercury of the 24th. Having read both theſe 
papers, I am at a loſs to know what is the intention 
of the Reformers, and addreſs this letter to you, 
Mr Bell (now Chairman for the ſecond time) to learn 
what the Friends of the People mean by an equal 
Repreſentation; and alſo to whom, and in what 
manner they propoſe to apply for obtaining that 
equal Repreſentation. 
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From the language of the ſpeakers in the con- 
vention of the 21ſt, (as it is conveyed to us, by the 
Chronicle of the 23d, November,) and eſpecially 
from the words made uſe of by Colonel M. Leod, 
it ſeems evident that the Delegates mean only to 
bring forward an application to Parliament: But 
it is evident at the ſame time, and indeed notoriouſly 
known, that there are many people in this Country, 
who mean to do a great deal more. An evil ſpirit 
has taken poſſeſſion of moſt of the writers who pub- 
liſh their eſſays and diſſertations in the newſpapers. 
One of them, who addreſſes himſelf to the public, 
in an efſaywith a very odd title *, comes to the point 
at once, and, without mincing the matter, ſays, in ſo 
many words: Let us hear no more of our conſti- 
« tution !” What then ſhall we hear of? the na- 
tural rights and equality of men, as laid down and 
commented upon by that incendiary, Mr Thomas 
Paine, who aſſures the people of Great Britain that 
it is needleſs to apply to Parliament for redreſs of 
grievances. *© It cannot be ſuppoſed (ſays Mr 
„Paine ) that any application to Parliament, can 
« bring forward the. knowledge of the cauſes that 
have rendered a Reformation neceflary ; for that 
| | body 


What think you of the Reform now? Caledonian Chro- 
Wer 23d Nov. iſt page. 

7 Extract of Payne's letter to the Addreſſors, Caledonian 
Chronicle, Nov. th. 
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G: „inn (Parliament) i is itſelf the ſuppoſed cauſe, or 
one of the . pg cauſes of the abuſes in * due 


6 tion.“. 


? 


Having ſet aſide Parliament as uſeleſs and pernicious 
this Legiſlator propoſes very gravely, to form a new 
« conſtitution, by electing a national convention to 
be choſen by a majority of votes, every perſon in 
e the nation (aged 21) having a vote.” Born, and 
bred in the days of other times, when the King and 
Parliament were held in the higheſt honour by 
thoſe lovers of liberty, who were thought the beſt 
Friends of the People then; my hand ſhakes while 
I write, and I can ſcarcely read the words of Mr 
Paine, (tranſcribed from his letter) where he has the 
impudence with a daſh of his pen, to blot out the 
Britiſh conſtitution, which hath been not the ſuppoſ- 
ed, but the real and undoubted, cauſe of ſuch a 
courſe of national happineſs and proſperity for one 
hundred years as no people in Europe hath ever ew. 


perienced. 
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\ Nevertheleſs, and notwithſtanding, in the year 
I792 (when the condition of every nation in Europe 
reflects by compariſon an additional luſtre on the 
much envied conſtitution of Britain) a parcel of peo- 
ple, who, if we can judge of their political knowledge 
from their words and actions, ſeem to be utterly ig- 
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norant, and inſenfible of the excellence of the Bri- 
tiſh government, preſume to hoiſt the flag of ſedition, 
and form ſocieties to deftroy ſubordination and or- 
der, and introduce univerſal anarchy and confufion, 
it is high time ſome people think, and fay, (for eve- 
ty body fpeaks of the times) that there ſhould be 
counter aſſociations to oppoſe thoſe pretended re- 
formers who may do much evil, and can do very 
little good. Hiſtory preſents us with innumerable 
examples of pretences like theirs, covering deſigns 
ke thoſe of which they are ſuſpected. The public 
good hath ever been, and will ever be the ftalking 
horſe of thoſe who aim at their own intereſt. * To 
come a little nearer to the Friends of the People, let 
me remind you, Mr Bell, that one of the ſpeakers 
in the firſt meeting of the Convention of Delegates, 
(where you alſo preſided) introduced his ſpeech by 
obſerving that the King's proclamation had been le- 
yelled at the writings of Mr Paine and the Friends 
of the people in London. As Mr Paine and the 
Friends of the People are claſſed together by one of 
your own delegates, it ſeems natural to aſk, and I 
think it is a very fair queſtion, Are the opinions and 
tenets of Mr Paine and the reforming ſocieties the 
fame? the firſt convention of Delegates appointed 
ſeveral committees, one of which was called a Com- 
mittee of Declaration, let that committee declare 


what 


Bonum publicum preferre, privato commodo uti. 
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what is the ultimatum of the reformers? to whom, 
and in what manner they mean to apply for an e- 
qual repreſentation? If no anſwer be made to theſe 
ſhort and ſimple queſtions, it will be taken for 


granted by the beſt friends of the conſtitution and 


government of their country, that, the real principles 
of Mr Paine, and the Friends of the People, are per- 
fectly fimilar and the ſame. 


4 BURGHER of EDINBURGH. 
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